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POST COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Comrades,  

This past week the Post lost a dear friend, Shirley Labonte. She was a member of our  Auxiliary 
and always there to support us whenever and however she could. She was also one of  the first Auxiliary 
members who welcomed me to the Post when I first joined. She will be sadly  missed.  

Please continue to sell the Solo Stove raffle tickets. The drawing is May 4th at the Loyalty  Day 
Ceremony and I would like all the tickets to be sold.   

Sign-up sheets are now on the front table at the Post for Memorial Day Buddy Poppy  Drive. 
Please sign up for the time slots.  

Upcoming dates to remember;  

May 4 – Loyalty Day, All encouraged to attend  

Memorial Day weekend – Buddy Poppy Drive, volunteers needed  

4th of July – Ceremony in front of City Hall, All encouraged to attend.  

Yours in comradeship,  

Chris DiTullio  

Commander  

Nashua VFW Post 483  

Sr. Vice Commander, District 6  

978-987-8009  

Cditullio007@yahoo.com 
 



State Commander’s Message 

See page 21 



STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

“Challenging the Needs of Our Veterans” 

 

 Greeting Members,  

 

 Here we are in April already. Lots going on this month. There will be elec-
tions at the Auxiliary meeting and at the District Encampments. Hope to see 
all have great and successful elections for next year.  

 

 Delegate and Alternate Forms for the District level where sent out last 
month. They needed to be filled out and sent to the district secretary last 
month. Hopefully all Auxiliaries where able to get that done.  

 

 You will be receiving on April 1st a very important email from the Depart-
ment Secretary Linda Meader with all the instructions and forms that you 
need to elect your Delegates & Alternates to both the Department and Na-
tional Conventions.  Please be sure to read this information very carefully 
and contact Linda with any questions. 

 

 Reporting is coming to a close this month, please get the reports in by the 
deadline. Any questions please contact Tracy Kelley or Trish  

St. Germain.   

 

 Membership, is slowly getting there, remember if you have not paid your 
2024 dues you will need to ASAP.  

 

 As we continue to work together, we will continue to help our veterans, 
sisters and brothers of this great organization. 

 

Thanks,  

Kim Copson 

President 

Dept. of NH 

2023-2024 



DISTRICT COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Elections and Installations are over. Now looking forward to seeing you all at the 
convention.  It will be held the same time as last year from June 7-9. Make sure 
you have elected your delegates and sent appropriate fees to the Department 
Quartermaster.  The Council of Administration and Commander Testimonial will be 
held at White Mountain while the Auxiliary will hold theirs in Concord.  Thank you 
for your support this year and I will look forward to your support in 2024-2025. 
 
Isaac Miller  
Commander, District 6 
Department of NH  



DISTRICT PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



STATE LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
& 

CERTIFIED NATIONAL RECRUITER 

2024-4 Dept. NH VFW National Legislative Committee Member, VAVS VAMC Manchester VFW Repre-
sentative, Certified National Recruiter, Homeless Chair 
Rev 3-23-24 
 
March 4 to 7, I along with our Dept. NH VFW Cdr. Dennis Querrard, Sr. Vice Cdr. Andy Corrow and 
National Council Member Leon Rideout attended our VFW Washington DC Legislative Conference. 
We also attended the ceremonies to honor the VFW National winners of the Patriot Pen (P.P), Voice 
of Democracy (VOD)  and Teacher Awards. Our NH VOD contestant Thatcher Debowski from New 
Boston NH was awarded $1,500. Our P.P. Fifth Place Winner Wenonah Brewer-Nyborg, from Franco-
nia, NH, was awarded $2,500.  
 
At all our legislators’ meetings Cdr. Dennis Querrard brought up an issue he was made aware of by 
the NH Veterans Home (NHVH) Commandant Kim McKay. 
 
As a direct result,  Michael Kans, council for US Senator Jeanne Shaheen informed us that he talked 
to NHVH Commandant Kim MacKay that evening.  
 
She indicated that the NHVH needed immediate help so the VA wouldn’t rescind the 2018 grant they 
received to expand the facility. In fact, she said that the VA had told her that today was the deadline 
to sign a contract, or they would lose these funds. They’ve had problems, as noted during yester-
day’s meeting, with cost growth and the new Build America, Buy America (BABA) requirements. The 
office reached out immediately to the VA last night, and talked to their head of Congressional Affairs 
who committed to doing everything she could to stop that outcome. Michael touched base with her 
again this morning, and she said VA HQ stakeholders were having a call this morning. 
 
The next morning, Commandant MacKay called Michael back and shared that the funding for the 
State Veterans Home will not be yanked. The VA has removed any deadlines for this grant. 
The VA will allow the State Veterans Home to solicit bids for a 100% design contract (instead of the 
30% design contract they put out for bids), and this will allow for more accurate bids. 
 
The VA will not issue blanket BABA waivers but will consider case-by-case waivers. The VA is also 
actively helping to locate BABA compliant vendors and suppliers. 
The VA committed to quarterly meetings with Commandant MacKay to make sure all is well with the 
project. 
 
Finally, they told her that our NHVH project ranks 5th out of 190 and will almost certainly not have 
its funding threatened. 
 
  Counsel Michael Kans thanked Cdr. Querrard for flagging this issue to the Senator so that they 
could act on it in a timely fashion. 
 
 
 
Jörg Dreusicke  
VAVS VAMC Manchester VFW Representative  
National Legislative Committee Representative  
Certified National Recruiter 
Homeless Chair  
jdreusicke@aol.com 
603-553-0395 



POST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Shirley Labonte 

Past Department of New Hampshire 

Auxiliary President 

2015-2016 

In Memorium 

For President’s message see 

page 27. 



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings: 
Hope this report finds everyone doing well. It is 
with extreme sadness, that I report the loss of 
past auxiliary President Shirley Labonte. Shirley 
was a dedicated supporter of the post and worked 
tirelessly for veterans’ causes.  Heartfelt condo-
lences go out toher family and friends. She con-
tinued to work and hold positions of leadership 
with the auxiliary. She will be deeply missed. 
 
Get well wishes were sent out to Comrade Chuck 
Ashworth who is recovering, from recent illness in 
the Lahey clinic.  We all wish Chuck a speedy re-
covery. 
 
Remember to keep the post advised of any veter-
ans in need of our support. Wishing everyone 
good health and stay safe. 
  
Yours in Comradeship 
Herbert CT Townsend 
Chaplain Post 483 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Herbert “C.T.” Townsend 

603-345-5033 

Members: 

Chris DiTullio Commander 

908-987-8009 

Lewis Chipola-Quartermaster 

603-521-7708 

Scott Gagnon 

781-983-2876 

Steve Ordway 

DISTRICT 6 & C of A MEETING SCHEDULE 

Council of Administration Meetings 

19 August 2023:  Littleton Post 816 1000 

28 October 2023  Kingston 1300 

20 January 2024:  TBA 1300 

13 April 2024: Mountain View Grand Re-
sort 1000 

 

DISTRICT 6 MEETING SCHEDULE 

12 August 2023:  Derry 1000 

21 October 2023:  Hudson 1000 

13 January 2024:  Merrimack 1000 

30 March 2024: Pelham 1000 

District 6 Auxiliary Schedule 

27 August 2023:  Nashua 0930   

5 November 2023:  Pelham 0930  

28 January 2024:  Derry  0930 

14 April 2024:  Merrimack 0930 

 

All District 6 meetings are shown in BLUE and 
scheduled for 1000 unless otherwise noted,  dress 
is blues and grays unless otherwise notified.  Aux-
iliary meeting shown in GOLD. 



Dst Life New Reinst Cont Total Prior Year Percent Div 
R

S 
City State N/R LM 

Prior 

Annual 
Retention 

6 123 4 1 50 178 204 87.25% 3   
NASH

UA 
NH 0 72 84.72% 

MEMBERSHIP 

25 July 2023 

22 August 2023 

26 September 2023 

24 October 2023 

28 November 2023 

19 December 2023 

23 January 2024 

27 February 2024 

26 March 2024 

23 April 2024 

28 May 2024 

25 June 2024 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP 

2023-2024 GOAL 102% 

RENEW EARLY (IT DOES NOT AFFECT YOUR EXPIRATION DATE) 

DISTRICT 6 MEMBERSHIP 

LOCATION POST # % RETENTION 

NASHUA 483 87.25% 84.72% 

DERRY 1617 95.95% 87.10% 

HUDSON 5791 96.95% 74.47% 

SALEM 8546 92.19% 87.80% 

MERRIMACK 8641 102.33% 89.35% 

PELHAM 10722 92.50% 59.46% 

HAMPSTEAD 11254 94.74% 50.00% 

HOLLIS 11373 100.00% 90.91% 

TOTALS  94.74% 77.98% 



FUN PAGE 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 Is Google male or female? A: Female, because it doesn't let you finish a sentence before 

making a suggestion.  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

But man is not made for defeat. 

A man can be destroyed but 

not defeated. 

Ernest Hemingway 

DID YOU KNOW 

 if your DNA was stretched out it 

would reach to the moon 6,000 

times  

MIND TWISTER 

A boy is walking down the road with a doctor. While the boy is the doctor’s son, the doc-

tor is not the boy’s father. Then who is the doctor?  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/ernest-hemingway-quotes


VETERANS INFORMATION 

See pages 24-25 for information on the VA’s Expanded Health Care Eligibility 

for Toxic-Exposed Veterans 

VFW National Commander Testifies Before Congress: VFW National Commander 
Duane Sarmiento testified before a joint hearing of the Senate and House Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs. The VFW delivered its top legislative priorities of cracking 
down on predatory claims companies, improving VA benefits data sharing for sui-
cide prevention, including accredited claims representatives in transition assistance 
programs, and removing offsets from concurrent receipt policies. Sarmiento stated 
the VFW strongly supports the GUARD VA Benefits Act to reinstate penalties for 
charging veterans unauthorized fees for submitting VA claims, and explained that 
Claim Sharks are spending millions of dollars to lobby against this bill, which is 
stalling a federal fix. “It's distasteful that these Claim Sharks take money from veter-
ans. But it’s disgusting that they take money from survivors,” Sarmiento said.   

Major Richard Star Act Press Conference:VFW Department of Montana Adjutant/
Quartermaster Tim Peters spoke at a press conference on H.R. 1282/S. 
344, Major Richard Star Act, alongside Sen. Jon Tester (D-MT); Rep. Gus Bilirakis 
(FL-12); Sen. Mike Crapo (R-ID); Tonya Star, the widow of Major Richard Star; and 
other veteran advocates. “Our veterans cannot afford to continue losing their full 
earned military retirement pay because Congress insists on saving money at their 
expense,” said Peters. “It is time to stop talking about this bill and get it done!” 
With consistent and overwhelming bipartisan and bicameral support, this legisla-
tion would permit combat injured and medically retired veterans with less than 20 
years of service to receive their full earned retirement pay and disability compen-
sation without reduction. The press conference was heavily attended by VFW 
members from across the nation, as it coincided with the annual VFW Washington 
Conference.   

Vet the Vote: March 11-15 is National Civic Learning Week. Participate in this non-
partisan event by registering to vote or checking your voter registration status. The 
program also provides volunteer opportunities for veterans and military families to 
support their local communities by becoming poll workers in time for election day.   



CALENDAR 

The doctor is the boy’s mother.  

ANSWER TO BRAIN TWISTER 

April 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
Cootie Pup Tent #1 
Meeting 1900 

4 5 
Post Auxiliary Meet-
ing 1300 

6 

7 
National Auxiliary 
President’s Visit 

8 
National Auxiliary 
President’s Visit 

9 
National Auxiliary 
President’s Visit 

10 11 12 13 
C of A Whitefield 
1000 
 
State Commander’s 
Testimonial-
Whitefield 
 
Former POW Recog-
nition Day Bos-
cawen 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
American Revolution 
Begins at Lexington-
Concord 

20 
State President’s 
Testimonial-Concord 
1700 

21 22 23 
Post Meeting 1900 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     



POST NEWS 

IF YOU USE FACEBOOK  

GO TO 

VFW POST 483 Nashua 

We have been invited to attend the 

baseball game on July 25th at 1800 

with the Nashua Silver Knights vs. the 

War Dogs.  The War Dogs is a team 

made up of veterans who travel the 

country playing college teams.  The 

Silver Knights will be honoring veter-

ans with a ceremony at the beginning 

of the game.  We have purchased a 

Luxury Suite at Holman Stadium for 

the event.  The suite only holds 20 

people, so the first 20 receive free 

tickets.  All others will have to pur-

chase a ticket for $6.  See flyer on 

pgae 21. 

State Commander’s Testimonial will be held at the 

Mountain View Grand Resort in Whitefield, NH on 

13 April 2024.  The event will be preceded by the 

Council of Administration at 1000. 

 

State Auxiliary President’s Testimonial will be held 

at the Holiday Inn Concord on 20 April 2024.  Re-

ception at 1700, dinner at 1800. 

We will be holding our Memorial Day Buddy 

Poppy Drive on 24-26 May.  Again we will be at 

the Market Baskets in South Nashua and Sum-

merset Plaza and the State Liquor Store on Col-

iseum Ave.  We need members to step up and 

sign up to take a slot at one or more of these 

locations during the 3 days.  Shifts are only 3 

hours.  Sign-up sheets will be available at 

March and April post meetings or during the 

week on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1000-

1400. 

The Memorial Day Parade will begin at 

1030.  Departure from Holman Stadi-

um.  Be there by 1000.  Prior to the 

parade we will be doing ceremonies at 

several cemeteries in Nashua, begin-

ning at 0800.  Coffee and donuts at the 

post at 0700. 



QUARTERMASTER’S CORNER 

We have and are in the process of holding a raffle.  We have received 

mediocre support to sell tickets.  If we don’t do better when we hold 

raffles, it may jeopardize our financial situation.  We cannot depend on 

Charitable Gaming any longer.  We now have to split the proceeds with 

another non-profit organization.  That means we only receive half of 

what we used to get.  This affects are ability to do things that we have 

done in the past.  When we hold fundraisers it is important for our 

members to stand up and support the program. 

Post members at Shirley Labonte’s wake.  (l to R) Frank Wallent, Kevin McKeating, Clayton Proffer, Steve Ordway, Lew 

Chipola, Dick Mohrmann, Chris DiTullio and Herbert “C.T.” Townsend. 



CLASSIFIEDS 

NEVERETT’S SEW & VAC 

51 EAST PEARL ST. 

NASHUA, NH 03060 

                   603-883-5409 

FOR ALL YOUR SEWING AND VACUUM 

CLEANING NEEDS 



BATTLE OF THE MONTH 

The siege of Vicksburg (May 18 – July 4, 1863) was the final major military action in the Vicksburg campaign of 
the American Civil War. In a series of maneuvers, Union Major General Ulysses S. Grant and his Army of the 
Tennessee crossed the Mississippi River and drove the Confederate Army of Mississippi, led by Lieutenant Gen-
eral John C. Pemberton, into the defensive lines surrounding the fortress city of Vicksburg, Mississippi, leading to 
the successful siege and Confederate surrender. 

Vicksburg was the last major Confederate stronghold on the Mississippi River; therefore, capturing it completed 
the second part of the Northern strategy, the Anaconda Plan. When two major assaults against the Confederate 
fortifications, on May 19 and 22, were repulsed with heavy casualties, Grant decided to besiege the city begin-
ning on May 25. After holding out for more than 40 days, with their supplies nearly gone, the garrison surren-
dered on July 4. The Vicksburg campaign's successful ending significantly degraded the Confederacy's ability to 
maintain its war effort. This action, combined with the surrender of the downriver Port Hudson to Major Gen-
eral Nathaniel P. Banks on July 9, yielded command of the Mississippi River to the Union forces, which held it for 
the rest of the conflict. 

The Confederate surrender on July 4, 1863, is sometimes considered, combined with General Robert E. Lee's 
defeat at Gettysburg by Major General George Meade the previous day, the war's turning point. It cut off 
the Trans-Mississippi Department (containing the states of Arkansas, Texas and part of Louisiana) from the rest 
of the Confederate States, effectively splitting the Confederacy in two for the rest of the war. Lincoln called Vicks-
burg "the key to the war".[4] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicksburg_campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_general_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_of_the_Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_of_the_Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederate_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_of_Mississippi#Army_of_Mississippi_(December_1862)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_General_(CSA)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_General_(CSA)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_C._Pemberton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicksburg,_Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederate_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaconda_Plan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Port_Hudson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathaniel_P._Banks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_E._Lee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Gettysburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Meade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turning_point_of_the_American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-Mississippi_Theater_of_the_American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Vicksburg#cite_note-4


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION 



 

 

 

 

Flyers and posters for your posts events are posted in 

this section of the newsletter.  If you want to advertise 

your events, please send your flyer or poster via email 

to the editor to have it posted in this newsletter. 

















Sisters and Brothers, 
 
It deeply saddens me to inform you of the sudden passing of our sister, Shirley Labonte, on March 18. Shirley was 
serving as our Auxiliary Treasurer/Secretary and was our guiding force. Additionally she was a Past President of our 
auxiliary as well as a Past Department of New Hampshire President. Her knowledge, mentoring and friendship will be 
sorely missed. For anyone interested and per the request of her family, donations may be made in her memory to: 
Nashua VFW Auxiliary #483 
8 East Pearl St. 
Nashua, NH 03060 
 
We will have no easy task carrying on our mission without Shirley. As your President, I am committed to guide our 
Auxiliary through the remainder of our current 2023-2024 term and, with your support, into the future. 
 
As a reminder, we meet at the post home on the first Friday of each month. Our next meeting is scheduled for  Friday, 
April 5, 2024 at 1:00pm. This is an important meeting! We will be draping our charter in memory of Sister Shirley La-
bonte and Past National President Patti Jankowski. Additionally, it is the time to elect officers for the 2024-2025 
term. Newly elected officers will be installed at our meeting in May and will assume their positions after the Depart-
ment Convention in June and specifically at our July meeting since our June meeting will take place before the con-
vention. 
 
Department secretary and past National President Linda Meader and Department Junior Vice President Tracy Kelley 
will be attending our meeting on April 5th to offer advice, guidance and support and will be available to answer our 
questions and concerns. We have a very small group of active members. Please consider getting involved and join-
ing us in our important mission to support our invaluable veterans. 
 
A note of safety….If you plan to view the total eclipse on April 8th you must wear approved glasses for the event to 
protect your eyes. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO VIEW WITHOUT PROPER PROTECTION. Also, don’t try to photograph or vid-
eo the event with any type of camera or view with a telescope without the appropriate lens covers. Lowes has ap-
proved eclipse viewing glasses for as little as $2.16 per pair. Protect your eyes! 
 
Hope to see you at the next meeting. 
 
Respectfully, 
Brenda Byrne 
President Nashua VFW Auxiliary #483 

From the desk of…. 
Brenda Byrne 
President - Nashua VFW Auxiliary #483 










